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outside the scoring ring) that shot will be scored as a miss (zero). A 
scoring gauge will be used to determine the value of close shots. The 
higher value will be allowed in those cases where the flange of the 
gauge touches the scoring ring, except when the BB Gun “outward” 
scoring plug gauge is used, the higher value is awarded when the flang-
es fails touch the outside edge of the next scoring ring out. All shot 
holes with an estimated value greater than two (2) shall be scored with 
an outward gauge (a) described below. No scoring gauge will be used 
unless the diameter of the scoring flange is within these limits:

(a)	 BB Gun gauge for outside scoring, 0.421 - 0.423 inches

(b)	 Air Rifle/BB Gun, 0.177 - 0.179 (4.5 - 4.55 mm). (Used only 
for shot values of 1 & 2 for center shots.)

14.3.1 Use of Plug Type Scoring Gauges - Doubtful shots shall 
be scored with the aid of a “plug” type gauge. When the accurate use 
of the plug is made difficult by the close proximity of another shot hole 
or the condition of the target paper, the shot value shall be determined 
by the means of an engraved gauge of some flat, transparent material, 
to aid in reconstructing the position of the scoring ring or the number 
of shot holes which may develop.

	 (A 0.177 air gun plastic scoring aid from the NRA is available or a 
magnifying device may be used.)

(a)	 Except as provided herein, the plug gauge may be inserted 
only once in a BB hole.

(b) 	 When two initial scorers disagree, a decision from the Chief 
Statistical Officer shall be requested immediately and before 
the plug is removed. After inspecting the plugged shot hole, 
the statistical officer will indicate a decision by writing “+” or 
“-” on the target to indicate whether the shot scores the higher 
or lower value. All three scoring officials shall initial the tar-
get.

(c) 	 When two scorers agree, they shall indicate their decision by 
writing “+” or “-” on the target. Both scoring officials shall 
initial the target.

(d) 	 No challenge may be made against a shot value which has 
been determine with the aid of a plug gauge except:

(1)	 In competition where two scoring officials are not used 
to evaluate plugged shots.

(2) 	 Targets which do not bear the appropriate “+” or “-” 
markings and initials may be challenged and replugged.

(3) 	 The value of the shot is incorrectly noted based on the 
“+” or “-” decision.

	 In the figure, “A” shot depicts a doubtful shot hole to the scorer. 
With the BB Gun outward scoring gauge in place, if the outward 
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scoring flange is within or tangent with the 8 ring, then the shot is 
scored a 10. The “B” shot depicts a doubtful shot hole to the scorer. 
The outward scoring gauge shows the outside edge of the flange lying 
over the 8 scoring line and into the 7 ring, thereby giving a result of 9.
14.4 Misses - Hits outside the scoring rings are scored as misses.
14.5 Early or Late Shots - If any shots are fired at the target before the 
command to Commence Firing, or after the command signal to Cease 
Firing, the shots of highest value equal to the number fired in error 
will be scored as misses.

	 • 14.3.3 Electronic Scoring - Electronic scoring machines are 
authorized.

14.6 All Hits Count - All shots fired by the competitor which 
strike the target (hits outside the sighting bull) after having taken a 
position at the firing point will be counted in the score, even if the BB 
gun is accidentally discharged. If a competitor and coach feels there 
are two BBs in the barrel it may be fired into the backstop off the target 
card after notifying the Range Officer.

14.7 Hits on Wrong Target or Bullseye - Hits on the wrong 
target are scored as misses. Hits on wrong bullseye when there are 
more than the required number of hits on one bullseye and a fewer 
number than required on another bullseye on the same target card, so 
that not more than the required total number of hits are on the target 
card, competitors will be given the actual value of their score, minus a 
penalty of one point for each hit on the wrong bullseye. Penalty points 
shall be deducted from the hit or hits of highest value on the bullseye 
bearing more than the required number of hits and the net value (actual 
value of hits less penalty) shall be allocated to the bullseye on which 
there are less than the required number of hits and shall thereafter be 
scored as the actual value of that shot. A 10 so penalized becomes a 9.

14.10 Excessive Hits - If more than the required number of hits 
appear on the target, any shot which can be identified as having been 
fired by a competitor, other than the competitor assigned to that target, 
or as having been fired in a previous string, will not be scored. If more 
than the required number of hits then remain on the target:

(a) 	 If competitors, through a mistake of their own, fires more 
than the required number of shots, they will be scored the re-
quired number of hits of lowest value less one penalty point 
per extra shot fired.

(b) 	 If competitors fire less than the prescribed number of shots 
through their own fault, each missing shot will be scored as a 
“miss”.

14.11 Scoring Center Shots - Center shots are to be scored only 
to decide ties.

(a) 	 Any shot hole touching the ten ring but not touching the inside 
edge of the nine ring will be scored as a center shot and will 
be considered of higher value than a ten for tie breaking pur-
poses.

￼
	

The target on the left is a center shot. The target on the right is not. 
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(b) 	 Center shots will not be used for establishing National Re-
cords.

15. DECISION OF TIES
15.1 Match - The term match, as used in this section, refers to all 

individual, team, and aggregate matches.

15.3 Breaking Tie Scores – Match scores will be ranked as 
follows:

(a) 	 By the greatest number of center shots (Note 14.11), then

(b) 	 By the greatest number of shots of the second highest value, 
etc., tens, nines, etc.

(c) 	 If still a tie, by the highest score on the last bullseye, including 
center shots, then

(d) 	 By the highest score on the next to the last bullseye, including 
center shots, etc.

(e) 	 If still a tie, by the highest ranking score in the standing posi-
tion, then kneeling, then sitting, and then prone.

(f) 	 Ties for the 4th through all remaining award placing will be 
broken as in Rule 15.3 except that if the tie still cannot be bro-
ken in this manner, the competitors will be listed with equal 
rank, in alphabetical order using the competitor’s surname. 
An appropriate number of spaces will be left vacant below the 
tied position before the next ranking is listed.

(g) 	 Ties occurring below the final award winning place will be 
listed with equal rank in alphabetical order using the compet-
itor’s surname. An appropriate number of spaces will be left 
vacant below the tied position before the next rank is listed.

15.7 Team Matches - Ties in team matches will be ranked in 
the order shown below: If an aggregate team score includes a score 
achieved on a written test, tied teams will be ranked by fired scores 
only.

(a) 	 By considering team score as though it were a single score 
fired by an individual.

(b) 	 By second highest individual aggregate score.

(c) 	 If still a tie, apply Rule 15.3(f).

16. CHALLENGES AND PROTESTS
	 Note: The following procedures apply to NRA-sanctioned competi-
tions. For other competitions challenges and protests will be decided 
by the officials sponsoring the competitions, whose decision shall be 
final.

16.1 Challenges - When a competitor or coach feels that a match 
fired where he/she is competing has been improperly evaluated or 
scored, the competitor, coach or designated adult official may chal-
lenge the score. A challenge must be made within the challenge time. It 
shall be the challenging person’s privilege to inspect the target during 
or following the re-scoring.
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(a) 	 A challenge fee of not more than $3.00 may be charged to 
all persons making challenges. The challenge fee will be 
collected before the first re-check of the challenged score. If 
the competitor’s challenge is sustained the challenge fee will 
be returned. If the challenge is lost, the challenge fee will be 
included in the general revenue of the tournament. In NRA 
competition to which the NRA assigns a Referee, Jury, or Su-
pervisor, the decision of the Official Referee or Jury will be 
final.

(b) 	 It shall be the responsibility of the tournament sponsor to state 
in the program or by Special Bulletin Board notice the time 
limits within which a challenge may be made.

(c) 	 When targets are scored in the Statistical Office or on display 
racks, the re-checks will be made by the Chief Statistical Of-
ficer (provided the Chief Statistical Officer has not previously 
scored or checked the target) and the Official Referee or Jury 
in that order.

(d) 	 Decisions on the value of shot holes, made by means of scor-
ing gauges, in accordance with Rule 14.3.1, are final and can-
not be appealed.

16.2 Protests - A competitor, coach or designated adult may for-
mally protest:

(a) 	 Any injustice which the competitor or coach feels has been 
done except the evaluation of a target, which he/she may chal-
lenge as outlined in Rule 16.1.

(b) 	 The conditions under which another competitor has been per-
mitted to fire.

(c) 	 The equipment which another competitor has been permitted 
to use.

16.2.1 Authority of Protest Committee - National Champion-
ships Protest Committees may be established at National Champion-
ships to rule on protests arising from activities at those sites. (See Rule 
11.8.) However, the decisions of these special protest committees shall 
not contravene prior interpretations of the NRA rules and/or prece-
dents established by the NRA Protest Committee.

16.3 How to Protest - A protest must be initiated immediately 
upon the occurrence of protested incident. Failure to comply with the 
following procedure will automatically void the protest:

(a) 	 State the complaint orally to the Chief Range or Chief Statis-
tical Officer. If not satisfied then,

(b) 	 State the complaint orally to the Official Referee or Jury 
Chairman. If not satisfied then,

(c) 	 File a formal protest in writing with the Official Referee or 
Jury stating all the facts in the case. Such written protest must 
be filed with 12 hours of the occurrence of the protested inci-
dent.

(d) 	 At National Championships, a competitor must state the com-
plaint orally to the Chief Range Officer or Chief Statistical 
Officer and if not satisfied with the officer’s decision, the com-
petitor must file a written protest with the Match Director. 
If the competitor is not satisfied with the Match Director’s 
decision on the matter, the Match Director will forward the 
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protest to the Protest Committee along with a written state-
ment of the decision. The decision of the Protest Committee 
at the National Championships is final.

16.4 Challenges and Protests in Team Matches - Must be 
made by the Coach. Team members who believe they have reason to 
challenge or protest will state the facts to their Coach who will make 
the official challenge or protest if he/she feels such action is justified.

17. NATIONAL RECORDS
	 Note: In order for records to be recognized promptly, National 
Record Reporting forms must be submitted NRA by the Statistical 
Officer of the Tournament after being certified by the Jury accompa-
nied by the targets and Tournament Result Bulletin. National Record 
Reporting forms are mailed to sponsors of NRA Registered Tourna-
ments by NRA Headquarters.

17.1 Where Scores for National Records Can Be Fired - To be 
recognized as National Records, scores must be fired in an NRA Reg-
istered Tournament. National Records must be approved by the NRA 
before being declared official.

17.2 Scores Used - Scores must be complete scores for an entire 
scheduled match. Stage scores or scores for only part of a match will 
not be used for records.

17.3 Scores for National Individual Records - Scores may be 
fired in team or individual matches. National Records will be recog-
nized only when the competitor concerned has entered such match.

17.3.1 Continue to Fire - In individual matches, competitors who 
fire a perfect score (see Rule 14.11b) may continue to fire for the pur-
pose of establishing National Records or breaking ties. The competi-
tor may continue shooting until a hit is made outside the scoring ring 
of highest value to provide a means of breaking ties and establishing 
National Records over courses for which National Records are rec-
ognized. On multiple bullseye targets scoring will be conducted on 
targets in the order they are numbered. In four position matches, the 
competitor will continue to fire in the standing position.

17.4 Scores for National Team Records - Such scores must be 
fired in matches where teams fire as a unit. National Records will be 
recognized only when the team concerned entered such match. Na-
tional Records will not be recognized for “pickup” teams (teams made 
up of competitors who do not all represent one of the groups outlined 
in Rule 2.11).

17.5 Courses of Fire for Which National Records Are Rec-
ognized

	 Note: National Records are maintained only for scores fired over 
the following BB gun courses.

Event - BB Gun Individual and Team

Prone: . . . . . . . . .        10 shots
Standing: . . . . . .     10 shots
Sitting: . . . . . . . .       10 shots
Kneeling: . . . . . .     10 shots
Aggregate: . . . . .    40 shots
Aggregate: . . . . .    30 shots
Aggregate: . . . . .    5 members x 40 shots
Aggregate:. . . . . .     5 members x 30 shots
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18. COMPETITORS’ AND COACHES’ DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES

18.1 Discipline - It is the duty of each competitor and coach to 
sincerely cooperate with tournament officials in the effort to conduct 
a safe, efficient tournament. Competitors and coaches are expected to 
promptly call the attention of proper officials to any infraction of rules 
of safety or good sportsmanship. Failure of a competitor or coach to 
cooperate in such matters or to give testimony when called upon to do 
so in any case arising out of infractions of these rules may result in said 
competitor or coach being considered as an accessory to the offense.

18.2 Knowledge of Program - It is the competitor’s and coach’s 
responsibility to be familiar with the program. Officials cannot be 
held responsible for their failure to obtain and familiarize themselves 
with the program. When targets are hung by the competitor, it is the 
competitor’s responsibility to hang the correct target for the range and 
position being fired.

18.3 Eligibility - It is the competitor’s duty to enter only those 
events for which he/she is eligible and to enter in the proper classifi-
cation.

18.4 Classification - It is the competitor’s duty to have a current 
Classification Card in his/her possession when competing in com-
petition using a classification system. Unclassified competitors must 
obtain their Temporary Score Record from the Official Referee, Super-
visor, or tournament officials.

18.5 Individual Entries - In individual matches it is the duty of 
the competitor to make his or her own entries on the forms and in the 
manner prescribed for that tournament.

18.7 Reporting at Firing Point - Competitors and coaches must 
report at their assigned firing point immediately when the relay is 
called by the Range Officer., The proper gun and equipment for that 
particular match must be ready and in safe firing condition. Time will 
not be allowed for repairs, sight adjustments or to search for missing 
equipment after a relay has been called to the firing line and the prepa-
ration period has expired.

18.9 Loading - No competitor or coach will load or cock BB guns 
except at the firing line, and only after the proper commands are given.

18.10 Cease Firing - Competitors must immediately obey this 
command whether or not they have finished firing. Even though pres-
sure has been applied to trigger, pressure must be released so that the 
shot will not be fired, and the gun should be grounded. If the com-
petitor’s gun is loaded and or cocked, the competitor must inform the 
Range Officer and then proceed as directed.

18.11 Checking Scores - It is the duty of competitors and coach-
es to promptly check their scores in the Preliminary Bulletin and call 
attention to errors within the time specified at that tournament. Failure 
to check scores within the challenge time limit forfeits the right to 
challenge.

18.12 Clearing the Firing Point - It is the competitor’s duty to 
leave firing point promptly at the conclusion of his/her relay. When 
leaving the firing point, BB guns must be unloaded.

18.13 Checking Bulletin Board - It is the duty of all competitors 
and coaches to check the Bulletin Board between matches. The Statis-
tical Officer must be immediately notified of apparent errors. Official 
Bulletin must be checked and the Statistical Officer notified of any 
discrepancies between the Preliminary and Official Bulletin. Match 



30

Director’s Bulletins on the Bulletin Board have the same effect as con-
ditions printed in a program. It is the duty of competitors and coaches 
to familiarize themselves with all such Bulletins.

18.15 Responsibility - It shall be the competitor’s and coach’s re-
sponsibility to assure that:

(a) 	 All equipment meets all rules and match specifications in any 
match in which that equipment is to be used.

(b) 	 The competitor’s position conforms to the rules.

(c) 	 The competitor has full knowledge of the rules under which 
the match is fired.

(d) 	 To understand that after due warning of an infraction of ex-
isting rules, that a repetition thereof shall be the subject of 
disqualification for that match or tournament.

19. NATIONAL CLASSIFICATIONS
19.1 Classified Competitor - All competitors who are officially 

classified by the NRA for BB gun competition.

19.2 Unclassified Competitor - Competitors who have not fired 
in NRA sanctioned BB gun competition during the previous 3 succes-
sive calendar years. Unclassified competitors shall fire through their 
first tournament as a Master.

19.4 Matches Used For Individual Classification - Scores to be 
used for classification and reclassification will be those fired in NRA 
sanctioned matches (Registered or Approved) as listed in Rule 7.1.

19.5 Compilation of Scores for Classification Averages - 
Scores fired in complete matches over the above courses will be com-
bined and averaged to establish a competitor’s BB gun classification.

19.6 Assigned Classifications - Assigned classifications are not 
allowed in NRA sanctioned BB gun competition.

19.6.1 Score and Classification Falsification - No competitor 
will falsify his/her score or classification, nor that of any other com-
petitor, nor be an accessory thereto.

19.7 Lack of Classification Evidence - It is the competitor’s re-
sponsibility to have his/her official NRA Classification Card and to 
present such card when required. Any competitor who cannot present 
such evidence will fire as Master. A competitor’s classification will not 
change during a tournament. Should it be discovered during a tourna-
ment that a competitor has entered in a classification lower than his/
her current rating, the tournament records will be corrected to show 
the correct classification for the entire tournament.

19.9 Obsolete Classifications and Scores - All classifications 
and scores shall become obsolete if the competitor does not fire in 
NRA sanctioned BB gun competition at least once during 3 successive 
calendar years.

19.12 Team Classification - Teams are classified by computing 
the “Team Average” based on the classification of each firing member 
of the team. To compute the team average the key in Table No. I will be 
used and the team total divided by the number of firing members of the 
team. Any fractional figure of one half or more places the team in the 
higher class. The team average will be established by classifications of 
the team members.
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TABLE NO. I - TEAM
Class 	 Key
Master. . . . . . . . . .           4 
Expert . . . . . . . . . .           3 
Sharpshooter. . . . .      2 
Marksman. . . . . . .        1

19.13 Reporting Scores - NRA Indoor and Outdoor Competi-
tion (see Section I). Sponsors will report to the NRA all individual 
and fired team match scores fired over the course stated in Rule 19.4. 
Scores will be reported as aggregate totals for all matches completed 
by a competitor. Scores will be reported by each sponsor no more than 
30 days after the competition of the match and by each NRA Sanc-
tioned League at the competition of the league schedule.

19.14 Score Record Book (Temporary Classification) - A 
Temporary Score Record Card will be obtained by each unclassified 
competitor from the Official Referee or Tournament Statistical Office 
at the time the competitor competes in his/her first tournament. Com-
petitors will record all scores fired by themselves in all NRA com-
petition (except postal matches) until such time as they receive their 
official NRA Classification Card. Competitors will total all scores and 
divide that total by the number of 10 shot strings represented. The av-
erage so obtained will determine the competitor’s NRA Classification 
at that time (see Rule 19.15 for average score for each classification).

19.15 Individual Class Average - Competitors will be classified 
as follows and NRA Classification Cards issued accordingly:

TABLE NO. II - INDIVIDUAL
Master. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             92.00 and above 
Expert. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             84.00 to 91.99 
Sharpshooter . . . . . . . .       75.00 to 83.99 
Marksman . . . . . . . . . .         Below 75.00

19.16 Establishing Classification - A competitor will be official-
ly classified by NRA when the total score for a minimum of 30 shots 
for BB gun has been reported for either indoor or outdoor. This aver-
age will be computed at the end of the tournament or NRA Registered 
League in which the minimum of 30 shots, or more, have been posted.

19.17 Reclassification - A competitor who has been classified by 
the NRA will be reclassified as follows:

(a) 	 A record of all complete NRA competition scores (except 
postal matches) fired by a classified competitor will be main-
tained at NRA Headquarters.

(b) 	 When the total scores for a minimum of 30 shots have been 
posted, the competitor’s average will be established by divid-
ing the total score by the number of 10 shot strings represent-
ed. This average will be computed as outlined in Rule 19.16 
at the end of the tournament or NRA Registered League in 
which the minimum of 30 shots, or more, have been posted. 
When a competitor’s new average exceeds the maximum of 
one class, he/she will be reclassified to the higher level.

20. NRA OFFICIAL REFEREE
20.1 Eligibility - Any member of the National Rifle Association 21 

years of age or older who fulfills the requirements currently in effect 
maybe certified as an Official Referee.

20.2 Certification
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(a) 	 To be certified as an Official Referee, applicants must under-
take such oral, written or practical examination as the Associ-
ation may require. The Board of Directors of the Association 
will be the final judge as to applicant’s fitness for certification. 
Certification may be refused without stating cause.

(b) 	 Certificates will remain in force for such periods as maybe 
indicated on the face thereof. Certificates may be surrendered 
by the holder or canceled by the Association at any time with-
out stating cause.

(c) 	 Re-examination may be required at anytime to determine the 
Official Referee’s current ability to meet the requirements.

(d) 	 Official Referees may be authorized to serve with certain lim-
itations specified in their authorization. Such limitations may 
be:

(1) 	 For a limited time only, or

(2) 	 For a special tournament or tournaments, or

(3) 	 Within specified territorial boundaries, or

(4) 	 For specified types of competition or classes of tourna-
ments.

(e) 	 Insignia remains the property of the Association and must be 
returned at the termination of the Official Referee’s certifica-
tion.

•20.3 Duties - General

(a) 	 It is the duty of Official Referees at all times to keep informed 
of NRA Bylaws, current competitive rules, and match admin-
istrative procedures. They must be equipped to act as guide 
and counselor to every official at a tournament both on the 
range and in the Statistical Office, but will not give direction 
except through the Match Director.

(b) 	 Referees must be familiar with the various NRA qualification 
courses and with National Classification rules.

(c) 	 Referees must know the requirements for individual member-
ship in the Association and the general requirements for club 
affiliation.

(d) 	 It is the Referee’s duty to report to National Headquarters any 
suggestions, criticisms, incidents or trends which, in his/her 
opinion, should be considered by the Association in order to 
promote the best interests of shooting.

(e) 	 Referees must at all times and under all circumstances re-
member that their value as an Official Referee is in direct 
ratio to their reputation for integrity, impartiality, broad 
knowledge of the game, courtesy, courage and sobriety. The 
use of alcoholic beverages while on duty cannot be condoned 
and their excessive use at any time will be sufficient cause for 
cancellation of the Official Referee’s certificate.

20.4 Duties-Before Tournament
Having accepted an assignment to serve, it is the duty of the Official 
Referee to:

(a) 	 Be familiar with the program.

(b) 	 Verify, by mail or in person, with the Match Director of the 
tournament to insure that range and statistical facilities are 
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adequate and in good order and that ample range and statisti-
cal personnel have been employed or definitely arranged for.

•20.5 Duties - During Tournament

(a) 	 Observe the functioning of the Statistical Office when first 
opened to help establish proper registration and squadding 
procedure. Make sure the Statistical Office has arranged to 
check all competitors’ current NRA number and proper clas-
sification before issuing competitor’s first squadding ticket.

(b) 	 Inspect target equipment and range personnel in company 
with the Match Director to insure that range will function 
properly.

(c) 	 Consult with Match Director and arrange to have Official 
Bulletins posted immediately covering any changes or cor-
rections which have been authorized.

(d) 	 Personally observe scoring and bulletin methods used when 
targets for the first relay are being scored and call attention to 
any errors before an erroneous method becomes established.

(e) 	 Remain constantly alert for infractions of safety or compe-
tition rules by moving over the range behind the firing line 
from flank to flank; observing activities of target runners, 
Range Officers, scorers, statistical clerks, and spectators; 
watching competitors handling their guns, etc.

(f) 	 Report immediately to the Match Director any errors in ad-
ministration or infractions of rules by competitors or person-
nel, requesting that the Match Director have them corrected at 
once. If the matter is one requiring instant action, the Official 
Referee should direct whatever action is required and report 
the action and reason therefore to the Match Director as soon 
as that officer can be reached.

(g) 	 In tournaments where situations occur that are not specifi-
cally covered by an existing rule or rules, the Referee shall 
exercise good judgment in ruling for the best interest of the 
shooting sports and competitors.

(h) 	 Personally consult with Statistical Officer at the conclusion of 
tournament to make sure that all bulletins have been properly 
completed and awards issued in accordance with the tourna-
ment program.

(i) 	 Forward to NRA Headquarters whatever reports may be cur-
rently required of him, including National Record Reporting 
forms, copies of protests, decisions, appeals and all written 
statements bearing on the case.

20.6 Handling of Challenges and Protests - Challenges and 
protests will be handled in the manner provided for in these rules.

20.7 Assignment to Tournaments - Official Referees are as-
signed to tournaments by NRA Headquarters.

20.9 Status of the NRA Official Referee

(a) 	 The Official Referee will not give directions to the tourna-
ment operating personnel except through the Match Direc-
tor. In all emergency cases involving the safety of personnel 
or property, the Official Referee will act immediately and 
forcefully, taking full responsibility and reporting the action 
thereafter to the Match Director and to the National Rifle As-
sociation when making the tournament report. In the event of 
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a disagreement between match officials, the Official Referee 
shall prevail at the match with recourse only to the Protest 
Committee.

(b) 	 The Official Referee is a representative of the National Rifle 
Association present at a tournament to interpret the rules and 
regulations for the benefit of both the tournament officials and 
the competitors. It is the Referee’s duty to see that all such 
rules and regulations are properly and efficiently enforced. 
Referees are not responsible for the actual administration and 
conduct of the tournament except to enforce the rules and reg-
ulations. It is the Referee’s duty to make such suggestions and 
recommendations as are necessary to enable the tournament 
staff to operate in the most satisfactory manner.

21. NRA COMPETITION TOURNAMENT 
PROGRAMS

	 Note: The program for tournaments must describe the conditions 
of the match, the positions, handguns, caliber of handguns, ammuni-
tion, targets range and should cover all the following points.

TOURNAMENT NAME:
Do not designate “State Championship” unless authorized by the 
State Association; “Sectional” or “Regional Championship” unless 
authorized by the NRA.

TOURNAMENTS DATE(S):
Date or dates of tournament.

SPONSORING ORGANIZATION:
Name of Club or Association.

FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING TOURNAMENT, 
WRITE TO:
Give name and complete address as you want it listed in Coming 
Events Notice.

DIRECTIONS TO RANGE:
List directions clearly, add map sketch if possible.

RULES:
The statement that NRA BB Gun Rules shall “govern” will allow the 
most liberal conditions found in those rules.

COMPETITION OPEN TO:
Indicate eligibility requirements. See Rule 1.7 (Tournament sponsors 
may restrict competition residents of certain areas; members of cer-
tain groups; competitors in certain classification groups; etc., provid-
ed such restriction is plainly stated in program.)

REGISTRATION FEE:
List amount of tournament registration fee to be charged each com-
petitor, what it entitles him to (brassard, competitor number badge, 
etc., and a copy of the Official Bulletin).

ENTRY FEE:
State amount per match (team and individuals)
ENTRIES: List name and address of person to whom entries should 
be mailed.

ENTRIES CLOSE:
Show date and time.

POST ENTRIES:
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Show that Post Entries will or will not be accepted, closing time and 
fee.

ENTRY LIMIT:
State number of entries that will be accepted.

FIRING STARTS:
State hour first relay of first match will begin each day.

CLASSIFICATION OF COMPETITORS:
See General Regulations. If NRA Classification System is not used or 
if classes are combined. List details.
AWARDS:
List schedule of awards for individual and team matches. Specify 
method, time and place of issuing awards.

MATCH SCHEDULE AND CONDITIONS:
Give complete details on course of fire, type of sights, rifle or pistol, 
type of gun, any special conditions approved for the tournament such 
as time limits less than maximum, etc.

GENERAL INFORMATION:
List eating facilities, housing facilities, etc.

APPENDIX: GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR 
NRA SANCTIONED TOURNAMENTS

	 Tournament sponsors must follow these Regulations as directed 
by Rule 1.4. They provide standard procedures required for the sanc-
tioning of NRA Tournaments, establishing of fee structures, awards, 
reporting, cancellation, NRA membership requirements, and other 
item involved with NRA Sanctioned Tournaments, both Registered 
and Approved.

A. GENERAL REGULATIONS GOVERNING 
NRA APPROVED TOURNAMENTS

1. SANCTION OF NRA APPROVED TOURNAMENT(S): 
To obtain approval of tournaments, the following steps must be taken 
by the sponsoring organization in advance of the tournament.

(a) 	 Sent NRA your completed application and draft copies of 
your completed programs a minimum of 30 days in advance 
of the tournament date.

(b) 	 If the above is not done, NRA reserves the right to cancel its 
sanction of the tournament.

(c) 	 In order to be listed once in the Coming Events section of 
Shooting Sports USA, your application and programs must be 
sanctioned by the Competitive Shooting Division by the 15th 
of the month, 30 days before the month of issue. If you desire 
publicity in more than one issue an additional month’s notice 
must be allowed for each monthly listing.

2. GRANTING OF APPROVED SANCTION: As soon as the 
tournament is granted Approved sanction, one copy of the signed ap-
plication, an Official Sanction Poster, and a corrected (if necessary) 
copy of the draft program will be returned to the sponsor. These items 
provide the authority to the sponsor to conduct the tournament. All 
changes and information provided in the approved draft program must 
appear in the final printed program. No major changes in courses of 
fire, number of matches, etc., may be made unless NRA is notified. 
This may be done in writing if time permits, or by including a copy 
of the Match Director’s Bulletin in which makes the changes with the 
final results of the tournament.
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3. TOURNAMENT CANCELLATION: If a tournament is 
canceled, NRA must be notified immediately.

4. CLASSIFICATION OF COMPETITORS: The NRA Clas-
sification System may be used, but is not required.

5. COURSES OF FIRE IN APPROVED TOURNAMENTS, 
FOR CLASSIFICATION USE: Courses of fire which may be used 
for classifications are listed in Rule 19.4. It is not required that these 
specific courses of fire be used in Approved Tournaments, but, if the 
scores are to be used for classification, they must be used.

6. AWARDS: All awards are furnished by the sponsor. The mini-
mum award schedule must include only the Tournament Winner, that 
person/team firing the highest score regardless of classification or 
category. The method, time and place of issuance of awards is at the 
option of the sponsor with due notice to the competitors in the Tour-
nament Program.

7. ENTRY FEES:

(a) 	 NRA Registration Fee: A fee of $2.00 per competitor is 
charged by the NRA for Approved Tournaments.

(b) 	 Sponsor Entry Fees: The amount of these fees is determined 
by the sponsor, and must be stated in the program separately 
from the NRA Registration Fees.

8. TOURNAMENT OFFICIALS AS COMPETITORS: All 
Officials of an NRA Approved Tournament may compete in that tour-
nament.

10. NRA MEMBERSHIP: NRA membership is encouraged but 
not required for participation in NRA Approved Tournaments. How-
ever, sponsors may elect to restrict those persons entering the tourna-
ment to NRA members only, if they wish to do so.

11. REPORTS TO NRA: The Match Director is responsible for 
making certain that the following reports are forwarded to NRA with-
in 30 days of firing. See Rule 19.13:

(a) 	 An SR-1 (Conventional) card for each competitor showing the 
total number of shots fired in individual matches and a total 
score; the number of shots fired in Fired Team Matches, and 
the total score of the fired match(es). The NRA membership 
ID number must be indicated on each card for classified com-
petitors and NRA members who are not yet classified. Score 
Reporting cards are available free of charge upon request in 
packs of 50.

(b) 	 A registration fee reporting form, and remittance of $2.00 per 
competitor.

(c) 	 A copy of any special Match Director’s Bulletins.

B. GENERAL REGULATIONS GOVERNING 
NRA REGISTERED TOURNAMENTS

	 The following Regulations are established to provide standard 
procedures for all Registered Tournaments except Regional, Sec-
tional, and National Championships. State Championships MUST be 
approved and recognized by the State Association (Rule 1.6).

1. SANCTION OF NRA REGISTERED TOURNAMENTS: 
To obtain approval of tournaments, the following steps must be taken 
by the sponsoring organization in advance of the tournament date:
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(a) 	 Send NRA your completed applications and draft copies of 
your completed programs a minimum of 45 days in advance 
of the tournament date.

(b) 	 If the above is not done, the NRA reserves the right to cancel 
its sanction of the tournament.

(c) 	 In order to be listed once in the Coming Events section of 
Shooting Sports USA, your application and programs must be 
sanctioned by the Competitive Shooting Division by the 15th 
of the month, 30 days before the month of issue. If you desire 
publicity in more than one issue an additional month’s notice 
must be allowed for each monthly listing.

2. GRANTING OF REGISTERED SANCTION: As soon as 
the tournament is granted Registered sanction, one copy of the signed 
application, program, and an Official Sanction Poster, will be returned 
to the sponsor. In cases where a Referee is assigned, the Official Poster 
will be mailed after the Referee assignment is made, and the sponsor 
will be notified of the identity of the Referee at the same time. All 
changes and information provided in the approved draft program must 
appear in the final printed program. No major changes such as courses 
of fire, number of match, etc., may be made unless NRA is notified. 
This may be done in writing if time permits, or by including a copy of 
the Match Director’s Bulletin which makes the changes with the final 
results of the tournament.

3. TOURNAMENT CANCELLATION: If a tournament is 
canceled, NRA must be notified immediately.

	 NOTE: UPON CANCELLATION OF A TOURNAMENT, IT IS 
ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT THE Shooting Sports USA LISTING 
WILL CONTINUE FOR ONE MONTH. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO 
REMOVE A TOURNAMENT FROM THE LISTING AFTER IT 
HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE PRINTER.

4. CLASSIFICATION OF COMPETITORS: The NRA Na-
tional Classification or Category System must be used in Registered 
Tournaments.

5. COURSES OF FIRE IN REGISTERED TOURNA-
MENTS, NATIONAL RECORDS AND CLASSIFICATIONS: 
National Records may be set only in Registered Tournaments using 
courses of fire in Rule 17.5. Courses of fire which are used for classifi-
cation are specified in Rule 19.4.

6. AWARDS: All awards are furnished by the sponsor. The meth-
od, time and place of issuance of awards is at the option of the spon-
sor with due notice to the competitors in the Tournament Program. In 
Registered Tournaments, the minimum award schedule must consist 
of the following:

(a) 	 Individual Match Awards Required:

(1) 	 Winner in each individual fired match and in each ag-
gregate, awarded to the competitor with the highest to-
tal score. Match winners may not receive a class award, 
but must be counted in with other members of that class 
to determine the number of class awards.

(2) 	 High Scoring Competitor in each class in each match. 
Classes may be combined because of low entry, but the 
manner in which such combinations are made must be 
clearly stated in the program.
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(b) 	 Team Awards Required: (if there are team matches in the pro-
gram). Winning Team of each team match - the team firing 
highest total score in the match.

7. ENTRY FEES:

(a) 	 NRA Registration Fee: A fee of $2.00 per competitor is 
charged by the NRA for Registered Tournaments.

(b) 	 Sponsor Entry Fees: The amount of these fees is determined 
by the sponsor, and must be stated in the program separately 
from the NRA Registration Fees.

8. TOURNAMENT OFFICIALS AS COMPETITORS: The 
Match Director, Deputy Match Director, Chief Range Officer, and 
Chief Statistical Officer, may NOT compete in a tournament at which 
they are officiating. Rule 11 covers specific duties of Tournament Of-
ficials.

9. NRA REFEREE: An NRA Official Referee will be assigned 
by NRA to all National Championships. Other Registered Tourna-
ments will have a 3-member Jury appointed by the Match Director. 
See Rule 11.2.1.

10.NRA MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED: NRA membership is 
encouraged, but not required of all competitors in a Registered Tour-
nament, except for Juniors, who may be either individual members of 
the NRA, or members of an NRA affiliated organization. Sponsors 
must check NRA membership cards when issuing entry packets. 
Sponsors may accept NRA membership applications and fees from 
non-members who wish to enter the tournament.

11. REPORTS TO NRA: The Match Director is responsible for 
making certain that the following reports are forwarded to NRA with-
in 30 day of firing. See Rule 19.13:

(a) 	 An SR-1 (Conventional) card for each competitor, showing 
the total number of shots fired in individual matches and 
a total score; the total number of shots fired in Fired Team 
Matches, and the total score of the fired team match(es). The 
NRA membership ID number must be indicated on each card. 
Score Reporting Cards are available free of charge on request 
in packs of 50.

(b) 	 A registration fee reporting form, and remittance of $2.00 per 
competitor.

(c) 	 A copy of any special Match Director’s Bulletins.

(d) 	 A completed National Record Reporting form, even if no Na-
tional Records were set.

(e) 	 Two complete sets of “Official Final Results Bulletin of 
Standings” for the tournament.

12. FINAL RESULTS BULLETIN: A copy of the Official Final 
Results Bulletin must be sent to each competitor participating in the 
tournament within 30 days.

	 Note: The requirement to get the Final Results Bulletin to compet-
itors within 30 days may be met by posting the results on an internet 
web site, provided competitors can download and/or print a paper 
copy. Sponsors who post electronic results will provide the competi-
tors with the web site address and must provide a paper copy to com-
petitors upon request.
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